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TECHNIQUES FOR TEACHING NURSING RESEARCH IN AMERICA

Elizabeth A. Mottet, R.N., M.S.

Univ. of California, San Diego Medical Center

Nursing research is a critical function for evaluating practice
and substantiating the science of nursing. Educating nurses who are
knowledgeable and interested in nursing research is a challenge of
the nursing profession.

The student nurse is introduced to concepts in research in the
Baccalaureate of Science in Nursing (B.S.N.) program. The B.S.N.
curriculum provides initial concepts of research and educates on
techniques of interpreting research studies. The student develops
an appreciation for research but is not expected to initiate it.

There is a strong emphasis on research when the nurse partici-
pates in an advanced degree program. A course in statistics is
often an admission requirement for a master's level program. The
Master's candidate develops a proposal with a hypothesis, creates
tools for data collection and collects and analyzes data. Faculty
of the nursing program or related disciplines are available for
guidance and support. This process is often a requirement for
graduation.

The nurse who practices in the clinical setting also performs
research. Guidance and support is less formal and motivation is
different. The nurse has greater access to patients and staff.
Focus is often related to the nurses' specialty area.

Nursing research is fostered formally and informally. Nursing
Honor Societies allow membership based on the nurses participation
in research. Seminars provide forums for the presentation of nurs-
ing research. Job descriptions and personnel evaluations are
written to support research activities. Nurses in ever increasing
numbers are learning the benefits of research and are supporting

collegial efforts in this area.
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THE JAPANESE MIND: VIEWS OF LIFE AND DEATH

Juliet W. Carpenter M.A

Doshisha Joshidaigaku Tankidaigakubu Koshi

My first contact with Japan came when I was a child of 11, and
visited the country briefly with my father. Later, the summer I was
16, I had the then-rare opportunity to study the language intensively
with a native speaker for teacher. That summer I gained a respect
and admiration for the subtlety and beauty of Japanese culture, which
developed into a lifelong commitment to Japanese studies--particu-
larly literature. In the ensuing 20 years (14 spent in Japan, 3 in
Tokyo and 11 in Nara) I have never regretted that choice; my admira-
tion and affection for Japan have only deepened. Today as a
university lecturer, a translator, and the mother of three young
sons all born in Japan, I am supremely grateful for all that Japan
has taught me and given me. Yet I remain at core an American,
bemused at times by differences in Japanese and American ways of
thought--seen most strikingly, perhaps, in approaches to life and
especially death. In this lecture I will focus on recurrent themes
pertaining to life and death in Japanese society, art and litarature
(with special reference to the works of Izumi Kyoka). The lecture

will be given in Japanese, illustrated by slides.
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