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Nursing Education in Europe/Austria — the role of radiation

77—V BERMARY #EHEIZ  Gerhilde Schiittengruber

The harmonization of higher education is a major objective of the European Union. The Bologna Declaration, first signed in
1999, obliges participating countries to commit to comparable and high-quality education systems, to fostering international mobility
of students and scholars and promoting a European dimension of their education systems. To meet these objectives, the European
Union developed an instrument in 2010 — the European Qualifications Framework Recommendation (EQF-R). The EQR-R is an
8-level framework intended to guide member states when developing their national qualifications frameworks. Accordingly, some EU-
countries, e.g. Austria, have to transform their nursing education from “hospital-trained” to “university-based” and thus integrate it
into the general education system. Based on the ICN Nursing Care Continuum Framework and Competencies recommendations,
the Austrian Nursing Association developed a skill and grade mix model for nurses that, however, can only be implemented when the
Austrian nursing education has been transferred to the university-level and corresponds to the Bologna Declaration and the EQF-R.

Secondly, the lecture addresses the development, education and occupational profiles of health professions responsible for radiation
therapy and examination procedures. In Austria, there are no radiation nurses. However, there are two professions — the Radiological
technologists and the medical-technical assistant — that are responsible for various kinds of radiation therapy treatments and examina-
tion procedures. The university-based education for the radiological technologist focuses on diagnostic radiology, radiotherapy, nuclear

medicine and radiation protection. Medical-technical assistants, with their broad but not specific education, provide supporting work.
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Globalisation, and the Changing Patterns of Mortality and Morbidity
Associated with Social Inequality — Social Interaction Network Cultures

JUNEERAERS  #E#HIZ  Allan Sutherland

Abstract: Globalisation, and risk have become prominent themes in social and health science research and the popular media,
contending that global integration has rendered nations relatively powerless, while homogenising national and local cultures.
Numerous and expanding risks are seen to present existential threats caused by advanced technologies, human activities (e.g., global
warming), and new, emerging threats of global pandemics due to infectious diseases (e.g., HIV, HIN1) and chronic modern life-
styles diseases. Increasingly individualisation is seen as both a consequence of, and necessary response to, globalisation, with demands
for individuals to adapt and change, also with public health interventions targeted on modifying individual behaviours. However, I will
suggest, this leads to displacement of social responsibilities for health and wellbeing onto individuals, and to the neglect of structural
causes of ill health. Comparative analysis of national inequalities has shown that nations with higher levels of inequality have lower
life expectancies, than poorer, less unequal nations at all levels of socio-economic status (Wilkinson). As differential morbidity and
mortality patterns can be seen to correspond with variations in socio-economic status, it is fruitful to compare and evaluate dissimilar
methods of modelling social stratification structures, and gender differences to improve research on health risks and outcomes. I will
highlight the usefulness in these respects of social distance analysis in the form of the Cambridge Social Interaction and Stratification
scale (CAMSIS). Simultaneously, it will be suggested that social network analysis shows how overlapping patterns of interaction,
based on homophony and social relations, both reinforce desirable and undesirable lifestyle behaviours, and reveal social linkages

whereby infectious diseases transmit and ideas for their prevention can be distributed through populations.

Keywords: Social inequality, CAMSIS, social network analysis, health promotion
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